
 

Wednesday September 20 – Erev Rosh Hashanah  
Candle Lighting 7:01 pm ERUV TAVSHILIN Mincha 7:05 Maariv 7:35 

 

Both Days Rosh Hashanah: Baby Sitting 8:00 am – 1:00pm  
Special Kids Program By Rabbi  Garfinkel 9:00 AM -10:00 AM 

  

Thursday September 21 – Rosh Hashanah 1st Day 
Vasikin Minyan begins at with Shir Hayichud at 6:15 am (6:25 am Shacharit) 

 

Main Minyan 
Shir HaYichud 7:45 AM    Shacharit 8:00 AM 

Shofar 10:10 AM (Shofar will be repeated again at end of davening aprox 12:45 pm)  
Meet at Beth Israel 4:30pm for Mt Sinai Bikur Cholim 

Mincha 6:40 PM  Tashlich 6:55 PM 
Maariv 7:50 PM (note corrected time from Calendar) 

No preparation for 2nd Day Rosh Hashanah until AFTER Candle lighting 7:52 
 

Friday September 22 – Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day 
Vasikin Minyan begins at with Shir Hayichud at 6:15 AM (6:25 AM Shacharit) 

 

Main Minyan 
Shir HaYichud 7:45 AM   Shacharit 8:00 AM 

Shofar 10:10 AM (Shofar will be repeated again at end of davening aprox 12:45 pm)  
Mincha 7:05 Maariv 7:20 PM  

All preparation for Shabbat should be completed BEFORE Candle Lighting 6:59 
 

Saturday  September 23 – Shabbat Shuva Parshat Hazinu 
Hashkama Minyan 7:30 AM   

Hashkama Minyan Kiddush Sponsored  
by Harold Foster and Dori & Jimmy Morales In Memory of Dr. Harold M. Foster 

 

Main Minyan 9:00 AM Teen Minyan 9:30 AM 
Mincha 6:20 PM 

 

Shabbat Shuva Drasha 6:40 PM 
 “Here Comes The Story of The Hurricane”  

Maariv 7:40 PM Shabbat ends 7:50 PM 



ROSH HASHANAH DVAR TORAH BY DR ARI CIMENT 
THE ONLY THING PREDICTABLE ABOUT A 
STORM- LESSON OF ינּו ֲאִז֥  ַהֽ
 
It is not  in our hands (for us to understand); neither the reward given 
to evildoers or the punishment for the righteous (AVOS 4:15) 
Plagues come to the world for those capital crimes mentioned in the 
Torah that have not been given over to the court, and for desecrating 
the produce of the sabbatical year. The sword comes to the world for 
the procrastination of justice, the corruption of justice, and because of 
those who misinterpret the Torah. Carnage by wild beasts comes to 
the world for false oaths and the desecration of G-d's name. Exile 
comes to the world for idol-worship, sexual promiscuity, murder and 
the failure to leave the land fallow on the sabbatical year. (AVOS 
5:8-9) 
  
QUESTION #1: When reading in Avos about the 
naturally wrought “plagues, wild beasts and exile” 
as opposed to the human-executed “sword”, one 
begins to wonder how heavenly wrought natural 
disasters differ from human-executed ones? (One 
cannot really make an argument that a natural one 
is “worse” off when you consider the tragedy of 
the holocaust and the countless other massacres 
we endured in our history.)   
QUESTION #2: On one hand, we have a tradition 
above that “it is not in our hands” to understand G-
d’s reward/punishment but in the same book of 
ethics, we are told that “banishment comes 
because of …” implying there is a simple cause and 
effect relationship. Do we have a hand in the 
development or ending of these almost 
supernatural storms?!?  
An insight from our parsha:  ָרה ֲאַדֵּב֑ ִים ַוֽ ינּו ַהָּׁשַמ֖ ֲאִז֥ ַהֽ
י ֶרץ ִאְמֵרי־ִפֽ ע ָהָא֖   .ְוִתְׁשַמ֥
QUESTION: The Ohr Hachaim points out the 
obvious question: why does Moshe call out- ָרה ֲאַדֵּב֑  ַוֽ
(more of a harsh terminology) and have to get the 
Heavens to have to lend an ear (ינּו ֲאִז֥  in order to(ַהֽ
listen (implying that it is harder to get the Heavens 
attention!) while the Earth easily listens up (ע  (ְוִתְׁשַמ֥
and the wording regarding the Land listening to 
him is much smoother (י  is lighter way of ִאְמֵרי־ִפֽ
saying “words”!) 
He posits one answer but in lieu of Hurricanes 
Harvey, Irma and now Maria, I would like to 
suggest: When it comes to the Heavens, the only 
thing that is predictable is that it all is 
unpredictable. Even the most advanced weather 
experts frankly were wrong when Irma skirted up 
the West and not the East coast as it it ravaged 
Florida. Just one week before the storm that in just 
1-2 days left the majority of the 20 million 

residents in florida without power, caused 6 million 
to evacuate (into exile!) and is forecast to cost 
roughly 100-150 billion dollars in damage, was not 
even in existence!  Unlike terrible man-executed 
tragedies where there is predictability (doesn’t 
make it more pleasant admittedly), natural 
disasters are marked by ָרה ֲאַדֵּב֑ ִים ַוֽ ינּו ַהָּׁשַמ֖ ֲאִז֥  even if -ַהֽ
we somehow get the Heavens to hone in on our 
voices, we would still have to scream out (talk 
loud), because we are so far removed and 
ineffectual against the Heavens.. Nevertheless, 
Moshe and we (today) must speak up as the 
Heavens will hear us if we speak strongly 
enough(ָרה ֲאַדֵּב֑  .(ַוֽ
Rashi brings down the midrash that Moshe is so-to-
speak calling the Heavens and Earth as witnesses to 
the covenant of G-d and Israel. If BY fails to abide, 
they are to be held accountable by these mighty 
witnesses. And so there you have it, the answer to question 
#2 is that the Heavens can be unleashed against us if we are 
not worthy. In fact, Rashi continues and reminds us that the 
Shema we recite twice a day confrims that actually first G-d 
brings down the “natural” disasters to wake us up before he 
unleashes the man-executed ones ( ועצר את השמים ולא יהיה

ואחר כך ואבדתם מהרה על , מטר והאדמה לא תתן את יבולה
  .(:ידי האומות

 
TAKEAWAY MESSAGE: Although we certainly do 

not know why we were punished w Irma(“It is not  in 

our hands”), it is not sacriligeous to suspect that we 
have some impact on the storm(“Exile comes to the 

world for idol-worship...”). The very first pasuk in our 
parsha warns us that the Heavens are unleashed 
against us if we do not abide by the covenant but 

also gives us solace that despite being so detached 
and seemingly ineffectual, the Heavens do hear our 
cries if we speak hard enough (ָרה ֲאַדֵּב֑ -Unlike man .(ַוֽ

executed large scale disasters/persecution which 
are typically somewhat predictable ( ע  and ִתְׁשַמ֥

י  natural disasters are almost always ,( ִאְמֵרי־ִפֽ
marked by their relative unpredictability that 
leaves us running for cover. THE ONLY THING 

PREDICTABLE ABOUT  A STROM 
 IS.....UNPREDICTABILITY- ִים ינּו ַהָּׁשַמ֖ ֲאִז֥  EVEN IF WE -ַהֽ
WERE TO GET THE HEAVENS TO HEAR US, ָרה ֲאַדֵּב֑  -ַוֽ

WE WOULD STILL NEED TO YELL BECAUSE “HE” 
BARELY HEARS US! 


