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Erev Shabbat Schedule 

Candle Lighting                         5:58 PM 
Mincha                                        6:05 PM                                     

 
Shabbat Schedule 

 
Hashkama Minyan                     7:30 AM 
Main Minyan                               9:00 AM 
Teens Minyan                            9:30 AM 
Rabbi Bixon Class                     5:05 PM 
Mincha                                        5:50 PM 
Maariv                                         6:45 PM 
Shabbat Ends                          6:51PM 
Family Torah Time                     7:25 PM                  
                  
Sunday February 19th –Friday February 24th 

Shacharit: 7:00am & 8:00 am 
 

Monday February 20th – Friday February 24th 
Additional Shacharit: 8:45 am 

 
 
Sunday February 19th –Thursday February 23rd 

 Mincha/Maariv: 6:05 pm 
  
Rabbi Bixon Weekday Class Schedule 

Monday at 9:15 am 
Women’s Tefilah Class 

 

 
Wednesday at 8:00 pm 

Advanced Talmud Class 
            

 
 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

Elizabeth Ebner, 
Rhonda Weiss, 
 Julia Assaraf, 

Shuli Bossewitch,  
 

HAPPY ANIVERSARY TO: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Youth Groups Announcements 
 9:15 Pre- Groups with Morah Atara 

9:45 Regular groups begin with 
Youth Leaders 

 
Weekly edible Torah and parsha 

themed treats with Morah Esti and 
Morah Atara 

Check it out-this shabbos @ groups 
 

Afternoon groups will take place 45 
minutes before mincha with Rabbi G.  
Parsha questions,  Divrei Torah and 
amazing story’s in addition to treats 

and prizes!  
 

TEEN SHABBAT PROGRAMS -   
To ensure our Teen Minyan begins on 

time please remind your teen to be there 
at 9:30 am. We have a wonderful 

program with Rabbi Ney and Rabbi 
Weil. 

Weekly Teen Shalosh Seudot takes 
place after Mincha with THE 

BERMANATOR Ben Berman  - Rabbi 
G, Rabbi N 

 
 
 

Mazal Tov to: 
Dahlia & Dr. Steven 

Oppenheimer 
 on the Bar Mitzvah of their 

grandson,  
Sender Oppenheimer,  

son of 
 Rabbi Dr. Avi & Dr. Ahava 

Oppenheimer of Boca Raton 
 
 
 Seudat Shilishit is 

Sponsored 
In Memory of  

Ida Paul 
Chaya Bluma bat Meir a”h 

by her children, 
grandchildren and great 

grandchildren 
 
 
 

 

PARSHA BATTLE UPDATE - BOYS 
vs. GIRLS! 

A remarkable victory this past week put 
the boys team ahead of the girls team 4-
1! This is exactly the score as last contest 
but the girls came back and almost won 
the series. Will they pull it off this time. 
The girls winning tomorrow would be 
the start of th e largest comeback in 

history... Can they do it? 
 

FAMILY TORAH TIME 
FINAL WEEK OF THE SEASON 

7:20 pm Motzai Shabbat 
Learning, Pizza, Fries, Raffles and loads 

of fun. Don’t forget all you can-slurp-
slurpees:-)  

Haven’t tried out yet-please join us! 
As our Family Torah Time season comes 
to a close we invite all to join us for our 

last week! 
 

What do you get when you mix Tu 
Bshvat and Rosh Chodesh Adar? 

The first ever Torah Filled Mad Science 
show in Miami Beach! Dr. Schnitzel show 
mixes Torah messages as he attempts wild, 

crazy and wacky science experiments. 
Beth Israel congregation is proud to invite 

the community to an evening of fun, 
learning, laughter and excitement. The 

evening begins with dinner, Purim crafts, 
packing mishloach manot for hospital 

patients and then at 6:00 pm sharp a show 
of epic proportions! 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS-
February 28th 

PROGRAM SPONSORSHIP 
NEEDED & APPRECIATED :-) 

 
Purim is coming!!! 

Don’t forget to order 
Beth Israel Mishloach 
Manot & help support 

your Shul! Download the 
list from B I Website, 
call or email the office 

to order 
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DVAR TORAH BY:DR. ARI CIMENT 

BEST RESPONSE WHEN 
CHALLENGED? LESSON FROM MOSES 

הֹוֵל� ְוֵאינֹו . ַאְרַּבע ִמּדֹות ְּבהֹוְלֵכי ְלֵבית ַהִּמְדָרׁש
ְׂשַכר , עֹוֶׂשה ְוֵאינֹו הֹוֵל�. ְׂשַכר ֲהִליָכה ְבָידֹו, עֹוֶׂשה

לֹא הֹוֵל� ְולֹא .. ָחִסיד , הֹוֵל� ְועֹוֶׂשה. ַמֲעֶׂשה ְבָידֹו
: ָרָׁשע, עֹוֶׂשה  

4 types of people that go to the house of 
learning: those that go but don’t do, they get 
reward for going. Those that do but don’t 
go, they get reward for doing. those that go 
and do, righteous. Those that don’t go or do, 
evil. 

Why does the mishna focus on the word  
 as opposed to using another word thatהֹוֵל� 
connotes that the person was situated in the 
learning hall (a word like ִנְמַצא). Is it the 
actual traveling process en route to the 
learning hall or is the fact that you are 
situated in the learning hall that gives you 
the credit of being there irrespective if you 
don’t learn a thing!!?? In other words, is the 
word  �הֹוֵל here just synonymous with 
“being present” or does it in fact highlight 
“traveling to”!?! 

Answer: ּוֹמֶׁשה ִנַּגׁש ֶאל; ֵמָרֹחק, ַוַּיֲעֹמד ָהָעם-
ָׁשם ָהֱא�ִהים-ֲאֶׁשר, ָהֲעָרֶפל  

“And the people stood afar off; but Moses 
drew near unto the thick darkness where 
God was” 

Right after hearing the 10 commandments, 
the Jewish people essentially had sensory 
overload and were shell-shocked into place. 
The medrash actually comments that  ֵמָרֹחק 
implies that “They were drawn backwards 
twelve mil, as far as the length of their 
camp. The ministering angels came and 
assisted them [in order] to bring them back, 
as it is said: “Kings of hosts wander; yea 
they wander” (Ps. 68:13). [Shab. 88b]”  

Where else in the Torah, do we see ֵמָרֹחק 
used? 1)   ַּבּיֹום ַהְּׁשִליִׁשי ַוִּיָּׂשא ַאְבָרָהם ֶאת ֵעיָניו

ֵמָרֹחקַוַּיְרא ֶאת ַהָּמקֹום  - Avraham saw the 
place from afar en route to the Akeidah 2) 

ּוְבֶטֶרם ִיְקַרב ֲאֵליֶהם ַוִּיְתַנְּכלּו  ֵמָרֹחקַוִּיְראּו ֹאתֹו 
 the brothers saw Yosef from -ֹאתֹו ַלֲהִמיתֹו
afar when he was on his way to them as they 
conspired to hurt him 3)  ֵמָרֹחקַוֵּתַתַּצב ֲאֹחתֹו 
 Miriam stood from afar to -ְלֵדָעה ַמה ֵּיָעֶׂשה לֹו
know what would happen to baby Moses. 
Isn’t it unusual that there is no medrash (that 
i am aware of) by any of these three other 
episodes of  ֵמָרֹחק detailing the distance of 
how far they were (12 mil)?!? Why 
specifically by the 10 commandments, do 
we see this unusual medrash that the jews 
were flung back 12 mil and were escorted 
back by angels!? 
Desperate to find a connection between 
these four episodes of ֵמָרֹחק , I turned to my 
9 year old daughter Tehilah who 
nonchalantly answered, “all these episodes 
are marked by fear- Avraham was 
frightened by the sacrifice of his son, the 
brothers feared Yosef (and his dreams), 
Miriam feared for Moses’s sake and the 
Jews feared G-d by the commandments”. 
 perhaps then does not signify a ֵמָרֹחק 
physical distance per se as much as a 
metaphysical state of mind! The difference 
between our  ֵמָרֹחק by the commandments 
and the other 3 is that ours is highlighted by 
the inaction that precedes the ַוַּיֲעֹמד   :ֵמָרֹחק 

ֵמָרֹחק, ָהָעם . The fact is that the Jewish 
people were shell-shocked, paralyzed by 
fear; whereas Moshe was (to his credit) able 
to overcome the fear and move forward 
( ָהֲעָרֶפל -ּוֹמֶׁשה ִנַּגׁש ֶאל -see Ibn Ezra who 
contrasts Moshe approaching the challenge 
while the rest of the jews stood shocked!!), 
the Jews were stuck in the mud. It is likely 
the stagnancy in face of adversity (the ַוַּיֲעֹמד 
 that led to the (ֵמָרֹחק and not the ָהָעם
medrash that the jews were dragged 

backwards. The jewish philosophy is that if 
you are not moving forward, you are moving 
backwards! If you are ripe, you are rotting 
(Ray Kroc).  
Back to our mishna in Avos, the reward may 
not simply be that you find yourself situated 
in a Beis Medrash, but rather that you are 
moving towards the Beis Medrash! 
Movement in the right direction is itself 
venerable and is what makes  ְׂשַכר ֲהִליָכה
 .ְבָידֹו

TAKEAWAY MESSAGE/S: Why does the 
medrash assume that the jews moved 
backwards if it states they stood in place 

 Is it from analyzing the - ֵמָרֹחק, ָהָעם ַוַּיֲעֹמד
 was ֵמָרֹחק  We see that !?ַוַּיֲעֹמד or the ֵמָרֹחק
used in at least 3 other instances and perhaps 
actually connoted fear rather than place 
(with no prior medrash pointing out the 
distance of ֵמָרֹחק!!!) The medrash may have 
been contrasting the way the jewish people 
unfortunately stood still in the wake of 
sensory overload, while Moses rightly and 
confidently approached/walked into the 
 Standing in the wake of .(Ibn Ezra) ָהֲעָרֶפל
adversity/challenge is actually walking 
backwards! Our challenge is to be more 
Moses-like and move forward even when 
the horizon looks nebulous.  ְׂשַכר ֲהִליָכה ְבָידֹו- 
reward awaits those that simply take on 
challenges and don’t keep their feet in the 
mud.  
BEST RESPONSE WHEN 
CHALLENGED? MOVE FORWARD BUT 
DON’T STAND STILL OR YOU WILL BE 
MOVING BACKWARDS 
 

Community News: 

 
 
 
 

 

American Committee for 
 Shaare Zedek Medical Center 

in Jerusalem 
Sunset Dinner Cruise 

Monday, February 20th 
For more information contact 
Debbie Gold at 305-7995619 


