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Erev Shabbat Schedule 

Mincha                                        6:50 PM 
Early Candle Lighting               7:10 PM 
Latest Candle Lighting              7:28 PM 

 
Shabbat Schedule 

Hashkama Minyan                     7:30 AM 
Main Minyan                               9:00 AM 
Rabbi’s Class                             6:35 PM       
Mincha                                        7:20 PM 
Maariv                                         8:15 PM 
Shabbat Ends                         8:21 PM 
 
Sunday August 28th –Friday September 2th  

Shacharit: 7:00 & 8:00 AM 
Mincha: Sun-Thurs 7:35 PM 

 
 

Weekday Class Schedule 
Tuesday at 9:15 am 

Women’s Parsha Class 
 

Wednesday After Maariv 
Advanced Talmud Class 

 
 

There will be an additional Shacharit 
minyan Monday –Friday only  

at 8:45 am  
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:  
Perry Ciment, Nicole Cohen, 

           Donna Janof,Yosef Newfield,               
                     Debbie Gold 

 
HAPPY ANIVERSARY TO: 

       Juliana and Eitan Goldman 
        Shana and Joel Kruger 
        Rita and Marc Morse 
        Sharon and Perry Ciment 
        Marilyn and David Gray 
        Meryl and Daniel Rotenberg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The Weekly Announcements 
are Sponsored By: 
Julie and Seymour Feld, 
Rachel and Ira Bedzow, 

Natalie and Jason Koslowe, 
and Alex and Jonathan Feld  

and families. 
In memory of Adela Feld, 

Adina bat Arieh a"h, 
beloved mother, grandmother, and  

great grandmother. 
         ____________________ 

 
Donna and Steve Janof,  

Hilary and Hershel Rephun,   
Devon Rephun and families.  

In honor of the 20th yahrzeit of  
Josh Rephun st"l Asher Yeshaya  Ben 

Menachem Mendel Halevi   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From The Front Lines To The 

Headlines: 
A Lone Soldier’s Fight For  

Israel 
Featuring 

Matti Friedman 
Monday, September 12, 2016  

 7:45 pm 
At Beth Israel Congregation 
For security purposes please 
RSVP to Beth Israel office 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

DVAR TORAH BY: 
DR. ARI CIMENT 

 

AN ANKLE/ ֵעֶקב  SUPPORTS THE 
SOLE MUCH LIKE....  

ָאֵבד ְׁשֵמּה ּוְדלֹא , ָנֵגד ְׁשָמא, הּוא ָהָיה אֹוֵמר
. ְקָטָלא ַחָּיב, ּוְדלֹא ָיֵליף... ָיֵסף, מֹוִסיף

: ָחֵלף, ּוְדִאְׁשַּתֵּמׁש ְּבָתָגא  
He (Hillel) would also say: One who 
advances his name, destroys his 
name. One who does not increase, 
diminishes. One who does not learn 
is deserving of death. And one who 

       Mazal Tov 
The Brit for Baby Boy Leibowitz 

 Will Be This Tuesday, August 30th, 
following the 8:00 am minyan 

at Beth Israel Congregation 
 
 
 
 

Notice to Congregation 
Eva and Alex Rosner and  

Renee and Michael Sojcher 
 are informing you that the 

 Hakamot Hamatzeiva 
 for their beloved mother,  

Joan Sojcher  a"h,  
                  Will be held on  

Monday September 5, 2016   
                     at 10:00AM 
       Lakeside Memorial Gardens,     
                Israel Garden section 
10301 NW 25th Street, Miami, FL 

Welcome New Members: 
Sandra and Dr. Allan Jacob 
Juliana and Eitan Goldman 

Youth Groups 
Announcements 

 
As our summer comes to a close, we 
are so happy and proud to announce 
that our Youth house has had some 
very nice improvements and 
renovations which are sure to please 
the children and parents of Beth 
Israel. 
As the construction is still underway, 
the youth groups for this Shabbat will 
take place in the Library and Study 
Room and Social Hall. Upon arrival, 
please make sure to see Atara Raab 
to know exactly which room to go in. 
We have plenty of programs in store 
for the month of Elul/Tishrei and we 
look forward to it shortly. 
This coming week a calendar of 
upcoming events will be emailed to 
you for you to print and have on the 
refrigerator. 
Over the course of the summer, our 
Birthday Club was on hold as many 
children were away. To celebrate the 
Birthdays of Tammuz, Av and Elul, 
coming shortly, we will be holding a 
grand birthday club celebration. If 
you did not fill out the birthday club 
form please email Rabbbi G. and he 
will gladly add your children. 
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make personal use of the crown of 
Torah shall perish... 
QUESTION: I always found it a bit 
odd that the “peace-loving” Hillel 
had such vitriol for those “who make 
personal use of the crown of Torah” 
or for those who don’t learn? It 
seems out of character for sure. Also, 
 is a very unusual term even in ָחֵלף
Aramaic and does it really mean 
“shall perish”?!?!?  
ANSWER: An answer may be found 
in the first pasuk of our parsha: 

ִּתְׁשְמעּון ֵאת ַהִּמְׁשָּפִטים ָהֵאֶּלה  ֵעֶקבְוָהָיה 
ֱא�ֶקי� ' ּוְׁשַמְרֶּתם ַוֲעִׂשיֶתם ֹאָתם ְוָׁשַמר ה

ֶאת ַהְּבִרית ְוֶאת ַהֶחֶסד ֲאֶׁשר ִנְׁשַּבע  ְל�
:ַלֲאֹבֶתי�  And it will be, because you 

will heed these ordinances and keep 
them and perform, that the Lord, 
your God, will keep for you the 
covenant and the kindness that He 
swore to your forefathers. Rashi 
picks up on the unusual word    ֵעֶקב
here and points out that it is teaching 
us that “If you will heed the minor 
commandments which one [usually] 
tramples with his heels (ֵעֶקב 
meaning heel)[i.e., which a person 
treats as being of minor 
importance]”, then G-d will bestow 
ִאם המְצֹות ָהַקלֹות ) ...upon you ַהֶחֶסד

ִתְשמעּון ְבַעֵקַביוֶשָאַדם ָדש  )  
Interestingly, however, Onkelos 
actually translates the uncommon 
ִויֵהי ֳחַלף ִדי  :”here as “reward    ֵעֶקב
 the word -ְתַקְּבלּון ַית ִדיַנָיא ָהִאיֵלין
 here meaning reward. The ”ֳחַלף“
STONE chumash actually adopts this rendition: 
“And it will be, reward will be given if you heed 
these ordinances and keep them and perform, as 
the Lord, your God, will keep for you the 
covenant and the kindness that He swore to your 
forefathers.”  

Where does Onkelos get this 
definition of “reward” from a word 
that typically means “heel”? It is 
quite possible that since the function 
of the heel is to both act as a shock 
absorber and stabilizer of the sole, it 
is a perfect bodily example of 
“balance”. In order for us all to have 
“balance”, we need laws that keep us 
in check. In this way, our 
reward/”ֳחַלף” is our balance/”ֵעֶקב” 
which is predicated on our Torah 
observance. As a Libra, I can tell you 
that there is no greater satisfaction 
than feeling a sense of balance; and 
so it makes sense that “heel” is 
synonymous with “reward”!  
We often think that we must obey 
laws/Torah so that we can reap 
reward BUT the lesson here is that 
the keeping of the laws in and of 
itself is actually a reward to some 
degree as it grants us balance!!! 
Case in point: with the recent uprising against the 
Police, we can better appreciate Law 
Enforcement that provides us with the “reward” 
of feeling safe in our place because if not for 
them, “man would eat up his/her neighbor”... 
Furthermore, there are meta-analyses that suggest 
that spirituality plays a considerable role in 
mortality rate reductions, comparable to fruit and 
vegetable consumption and statin therapy! (stop 
your Lipitor, throw out your apples and come to 
shul more often!!!) 

That perhaps explains Hillel’s 
dictum perfectly: He may not be 
saying that if you take the teachings 
of Torah for granted, you will perish 
but rather that the learning itself can 
bring reward and satisfaction. Being 
ensconced in Torah (ְדִאְׁשַּתֵּמׁש ְּבָתָגא) 
will be itself a reward (חלף)- ָחֵלף 
may not mean perish as most 
interpret there but actually reward as 

the Onkelos interprets it here in 
parshat Ekev!!! 
To review: Homiletically:  ֵעֶקבְוָהָיה - 
“And your reward will be”...  ִּתְׁשְמעּון

ֵאת ַהִּמְׁשָּפִטים ָהֵאֶּלה ּוְׁשַמְרֶּתם ַוֲעִׂשיֶתם 
 the fact that you are given the“ -ֹאָתם
chance to keep all the laws”... 
We need to start looking at our Laws 
as gifts and oportunities rather than 
simply conduits to eventual reward! 
This is the lesson of Ekev, our 
balancing heel and this is the lesson 
of ָחָלף!!! 
 
TAKEAWAY MESSAGE/S: 
Involving ourselves in the pursuit of 
more Torah abiding/focused lives is 
actually  ֳחַלף/reward in and of 
itself!!! ָחֵלף, ְדִאְׁשַּתֵּמׁש ְּבָתָגא  may be a 
positive lesson and not negative! 
 the heel that balances is the/ֵעֶקב
same as  ֳחַלף/reward as balance is 
our ultimate gift.  ֵעֶקבְוָהָיה - “And 
your reward will be”... the ability to 
be involved in a Torah way of 
life..To some degree, the reward for 
obeying Torah laws is having the 
Torah laws in the first place which 
give us balance. AN ANKLE/ 
 SUPPORTS THE SOLE MUCHֵעֶקב
LIKE OUR LAWS BALANCE 
OUR SOULS…. 

 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Bikur Cholim of  
Miami Beach 
Annual Dinner 

Sunday, September 18, 2016 
Honoring: 

Mr. Leonard Wien 
Dr. Yankie Silverstone 

Pamela and Ricky Turetsky 
Temple Moses  

Behar Reception Hall 
1200 Normandy Drive 
Miami Beach, Florida 

 


